
8 March 2023 

  

To the parishioners of the Archangels Catholic Cluster: 

  

You may recall that last September Father Marr was informed 

that, starting 11 July 2023, there’ll be one less priest 

assigned to serve you in the Archangels Catholic Cluster. 

  

That’s a regrettable move, but there’s a need to exercise 

good stewardship of all of our pastoral leadership resources: 

not only priests, but also permanent deacons and lay pastoral 

ministers. 

  

Another reason is that to form a parish community, you have 

to have a goodly amount of people who will donate time to 

serve the roles of ministry and money to pay the bills. 

  

In light of the above, after hearing from the members of 

Priest Council, and in response to the final proposal Father 

Marr submitted, I’ve concluded the following: 

  

Mergers: The parish in Duncan will merge with the parish in 

Garner, and the parishes in Buffalo Center and Lake Mills will 

both merge with the parish in Forest City. 

  

Churches: St Wenceslaus church in Duncan will remain open, 

and will be used at the discretion of the Pastor, which is also 

the case for both St Patrick church in Buffalo Center and St 

Patrick church in Lake Mills. 

  

Assets: The assets of each of the merged parishes will follow 

the parishioners, and will be used to pay for the upkeep of the 

Cluster churches that will remain open as worship sites. 

  



The parish in Britt, and St Patrick church there will remain 

unchanged. 

  

In keeping with Church law, a Decree will be written to 

formalize these changes. Civil law also requires the 

corporations to be modified. Those changes will go into effect 

on 1 July 2023. 

  

The changes to the Cluster Mass schedule will go into effect 

on 3 July 2023, in view of the priest changes, when the 

Archangels Catholic Cluster will have only 1 priest. 

  

Father Marr and your fellow parishioners worked long and 

hard to provide you with a chance to be heard and to forge a 

way forward; they deserve our thanks for their time and 

effort. 

  

Some of you may be disappointed; I’m sorry, so sorry. Be 

assured no one is cold to your feelings; we’re just trying to 

provide as best we can for the care of souls in your parishes. 

  

Please work with Father Marr to ensure that the parishes in 

the Archangels Catholic Cluster are devoted to prayer and 

worship, learning and teaching the Gospel, and serving the 

poor. 

  

With prayerful best wishes, I am 

  

Michael O. Jackels 

Archbishop of Dubuque 
 


